
CHAIR’S WELCOME

Dear All,

The next ENVI meeting will take
place on 4 and 5 March. On
Wednesday 4 March, ENVI will
hold an extraordinary meeting
with climate activist Greta
Thunberg. The discussion will be
open to all Members and will cover
the main aspects concerning the
global challenge of climate change.

On Thursday morning, Members
will vote on the Report on the
Union Civil Protection Mechanism

programme post-2020, an important tool to support Member States in case of
emergency situations, for example in cases of earthquakes, hurricanes and
floods, or forest fires. The increased relevance of the UCPM has also become
apparent during the current COVID-19 outbreak, during which the Union has
supported the repatriation efforts of the EU, coordinated action and provided
protective equipment and information via its Emergency Response
Coordination Centre. Defending an ambitious EU budget for the UCPM post-
2020 in the framework of the MFF negotiations means strengthening the EU
and Member States crisis response capacities.

The recent spike of cases of COVID-19 in Europe will also be at the centre of an
exchange with the Commission. The Commission will brief and update
Members on the evolving situation in Europe and globally and on the actions
taken at EU level to contain the spread of the virus and support the most
affected areas. The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC)
is regularly updating the information on the outbreak; summarised information
from the ECDC about the symptoms, prevention and transmission, can be
consulted here.

During the upcoming meeting, Members will also vote on a motion for a
resolution on the Union Strategic Approach to Pharmaceuticals in the
Environment. Pollution caused by pharmaceuticals is an emerging and complex
problem. Residues of pharmaceutical products may in fact enter the
environment during their manufacture, use and disposal. The resolution
follows up on the Communication published by the Commission on 11 March
2019 and calls for more concrete actions, raising a wide range of measures, to
reduce effectively the risks from pharmaceuticals in the environment.

Pesticides will also be under the spotlight during the meeting. Plant Protection
Products (PPP), commonly known as pesticides, are used to protect crops
against harmful organism, pest and diseases in farming. Because of the risk they
pose to human health and to the environment, the EU has common rules to
limit their use and authorisation. ENVI will have an exchange of views with the
European Court of Auditors (ECA) on its special report on the sustainable use
of plant protection products. The report analyses the strengths and weaknesses
of the implementation of EU legislation on pesticides by the Member States
and underlines the main challenges ahead. You can follow the ENVI Committee
meeting live at:
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html

You can also follow the activities of the ENVI Committee on its official Twitter
account@EP_Environment

Pascal Canfin - 4 March 2020

MEETING ITEMS

Results of the votes of the last ENVI meeting are available here.

Votes:
 Amending Decision No 1313/2013/EU of the European Parliament and of

the Council on a Union Civil Protection Mechanism
 Strategic approach to pharmaceuticals in the environment

Exchanges of views:
 Greta Thunberg, climate activist.
 update by the Commission on the COVID-19 (Coronavirus) Situation.
 with the European Court of Auditors on Special Report No 05/2020 on the

sustainable use of plant protection products: limited progress in measuring
and reducing risks

 with the Commission on the draft REFIT on the Maximum Residue Levels
and the pesticide legislation

ENVI IN THE NEXT PLENARY

Draft agenda of the Plenary available here.

VOTES

Amending Decision No 1313/2013/EU of the European
Parliament and of the Council on a Union Civil Protection
Mechanism
Vote on the draft report (seemeeting documents)

During the 8th legislature, the
European Parliament and Council
came to an agreement on an
overhaul of the Union Civil
Protection Mechanism. The
agreement entered into force on 13
March 2019. On 7 March 2019, the
Commission also published the
proposal for an amending Decision
strictly limited to the budgetary

provisions for the period 2021-2027. In his draft report, the rapporteur seeks
to ensure that the mechanism has the necessary funding and institutional
framework to operate effectively within the next MFF from 2021 to 2027. He
takes the view that funding should be at least equal to the amount of EUR 1.4
billion initially proposed by the Commission. For the purpose of greater
transparency regarding the use of EU funding, the rapporteur also proposes to
reinstate the annex, the provisions of which specify the percentages to be
allocated for prevention, preparedness and response. Members will vote on
the 56 ENVI amendments and on the 8 amendments of the DEVE opinion. The
debate and partial vote in plenary will take place during the March II/April I
session.

Rapporteur: ANDROULAKIS (S&D),
Shadows: MELO (EPP), ŞTEFĂNUȚĂ (Renew), DREOSTO (ID), AUKEN
(Greens/EFA), FIOCCHI (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL)

http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/votes-in-committee.html
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/plenary/en/agendas.html
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202003/ENVI
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/infographic-covid-19
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/committees/en/envi/home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/125110
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96978
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58766
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197614
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/28161/Margrete_AUKEN.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/124818
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197607/PIETRO_FIOCCHI/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


Strategic approach to pharmaceuticals in the
environment
Adoption on the draft motion for resolution (seemeeting documents)

On 11 March 2019, the European
Commission adopted its communication on
a European Union Strategic Approach to
Pharmaceuticals in the Environment COM
(2019)128 with the aim to reduce the
residues of pharmaceutical products in the
environment. Residues of pharmaceuticals
pose a serious risk to public health and may
enter the environment during their

manufacture, use and disposal. In order to be effective, measures to reduce the
pollution from pharmaceuticals should not only include end-of-pipe controls
(e.g. improved waste water treatment) but also address the original sources of
emissions (e.g. production and use), and consider the terrestrial as well as the
aquatic environment. In the draft motion for resolution, Members welcome
the Strategic Approach presented by the Commission and agree with its main
objectives. However, Members regret the significant delay in presenting the
Strategic Approach and the proposed actions and note with concern the soft
nature of some of the measures included in the communication. The draft
motion for resolution also addresses a wide range of issues with a view to
reducing the risk from pharmaceuticals in the environment.

Co-Sponsors: SIDL (S&D), HUITEMA (Renew), RIVASI (Greens/EFA), BALDASSARE
(ID), KOPCIŃSKA (ECR), KONEČNÁ (GUE/NGL)

EXCHANGES OF VIEWS

Greta Thunberg in ENVI
On Wednesday 4 March 2020, the ENVI
Committee is organising an exchange of
views on climate change with Greta
Thunberg, climate activist. The ENVI
extraordinary meeting, open to all
Members, will take place following the
adoption of the proposal by the
Commission on the EU Climate Law for a
carbon-neutral Europe by 2050 and will
be an important opportunity for

Members to discuss on the best ways forward, involving all actors and all
sectors, to achieve the ambitious goals of the European Green Deal and ensure
a successful ecological transition for the EU.

Update by the Commission on the COVID-19
(Coronavirus) situation

The European Commission will brief
and update Members on the recent
developments of the outbreak of
COVID-19 (Coronavirus) in Europe and
globally. The exchange of views will be
an opportunity for Members to discuss
with the Commission on the actions
taken at EU level to contain the spread

of the virus and support the most affected areas as well as on the future
measures to ensure preparedness in the evolving situation. DG ECHO will also

be present at the exchange of views in order to answer possible questions on
the civil protection side of the issue. The Director of the ECDC will join by visio-
conference to complement the presentation by the Commission, based on the
latest developments.

ECDC is regularly updating the information on the outbreak; summarised
information from the ECDC about the symptoms, prevention and transmission,
can be consulted here and infographic here.

EoV with the European Court of Auditors on Special
Report No 05/2020 on the sustainable use of plant
protection products: limited progress in measuring and
reducing risks

The European Court of Auditors (ECA)
will present to Members its special
report, on the sustainable use of plant
protection products (PPP), commonly
known as pesticides. The exchange of
views is part of ENVI’s annual scrutiny
activity and relations with ECA. The aim
of the Report is to assess whether EU
action has reduced the risk related to

the use of PPP. The report analyses the strengths and weaknesses of the
implementation by the Member States of EU legislation on the use and the
authorisation of pesticides. The Court noted that despite the several actions
taken by the Commission and Member States to promote the sustainable use
of PPPs, limited progress has been made in measuring and reducing the
associated risks. The Court stressed that while applying integrated pest
management is compulsory for farmers, there is not a requirement for
receiving payments under the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and
enforcement is weak. The Court also highlighted that available EU statistics and
new risk indicators do not show how successful the policy has been in achieving
a sustainable use of PPPs. The report includes several recommendations to
improve the verification of pest management at farm level, to link integrated
pest management to payments under the new CAP, to improve statistics on
plant protection products and to develop better risk indicators. Members will
exchange views on the findings of the report and the main challenges ahead in
this area.

EoV with the Commission on the draft REFIT on the
Maximum Residue Levels and the pesticide legislation

Members will have the opportunity to
exchange views with the Commission on the
upcoming REFIT evaluation on EU legislation
on Maximum Residue Levels (MRL) and
pesticides (PPPs) (Regulation (EC) No
1107/2009 and Regulation (EC) No
396/2005). As announced in the 2016
Commission Work Programme, the

Commission has been carrying out a REFIT evaluation of the EU pesticides
legislation in order to assess if the regulations meet the needs of citizens,
businesses and public institutions in an efficient manner. The main evaluation
criteria to be addressed in relation to this REFIT evaluation are effectiveness of
the intervention, efficiency in relation to resources used, relevance in relation
to identified needs and concerns, coherence and EU added value compared to
what could have been achieved by EU country or international action. The
evaluation was foreseen to be finalised in the first half of 2019, but has not yet
been released.

https://emeeting.europarl.europa.eu/emeeting/committee/agenda/202003/ENVI
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/novel-coronavirus-china
https://www.ecdc.europa.eu/en/publications-data/infographic-covid-19
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=53001
https://www.eca.europa.eu/en/Pages/DocItem.aspx?did=53001
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197677
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/58789/Jan HUITEMA_home.html
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/96743
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197789/SIMONA_BALDASSARRE/home
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/197530
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/meps/en/23699/KATERINA_KONECNA_home.html


NEWS FROM THE POLICY DEPARTMENT

Recent publications:
 Briefing on the novel coronavirus outbreak (also its At a glance version)
 Study on EU public health policies - state of play, current and future
challenges (also its At a glance version)

 Study on EU environment and climate change policies - state of play,
current and future challenges (also its At a glance version in EN and FR)

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Stella KYRIAKIDES,
Commissioner-Designate on Health

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Virginijus
SINKEVICIUS, Commissioner-Designate on Environment and Oceans

 Briefing on the Commitments made at the hearing of Frans TIMMERMANS,
Executive Vice President-Designate on European Green Deal

 Study on international climate negotiations in view of the COP25 UN
Climate Change Conference in Madrid

Upcoming publications:
 Briefing on the key issues at stake in the 75th session of the IMO Marine

Environment Protection Committee (MEPC75)
 In-depth analysis on "Strengthening Europe in the fight against cancer"
 Workshop proceedings on cancer prevention – modifiable risk factors

(Health Working Group)

Upcoming events:
 Workshop for the Health Working Group on climate change and health;

scheduled for 28 April 2020, 12h30-14h.

https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2020/642383/IPOL_BRI(2020)642383_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2020/642382/IPOL_ATA(2020)642382_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638426/IPOL_STU(2019)638426_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642347/IPOL_ATA(2019)642347_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/638428/IPOL_STU(2019)638428_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/ATAG/2019/642348/IPOL_ATA(2019)642348_FR.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638436/IPOL_BRI(2019)638436_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/629208/IPOL_BRI(2019)629208_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/BRIE/2019/638437/IPOL_BRI(2019)638437_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf
https://www.europarl.europa.eu/RegData/etudes/STUD/2019/642344/IPOL_STU(2019)642344_EN.pdf


NEWS FROM THE AGENCIES

European Environment Agency (EEA)
Fluorinated greenhouse gases 2019. Data
reported by companies on the production,
import export, destruction and feedstock
use of fluorinated greenhouse gases in the
European Union, 2007-2018

The European Union remains on track in meeting the goal to phase-down the
use of fluorinated greenhouse gases (F-gases) Read more.

European Medicines Agency (EMA)
EMA supports development of vaccines and
treatments for novel coronavirus disease
(COVID-19). To contribute to the global
response to the outbreak of the novel
coronavirus (2019-nCoV) infections, EMA is
taking concrete actions to accelerate the

development and availability of medicinal products for the treatment and
prevention of the new coronavirus. The Agency is surveying the landscape for
potential antivirals or vaccines to treat or prevent novel coronavirus infections.
EMA is also analysing all available information on developers’ drug pipelines.
As with any emerging public health threat, EMA collaborates and exchanges
information with EU public health authorities, notably the European
Commission, the Health Security Committee and the European Centre for
Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC), the World Health Organization and
other international regulators, in particular through the International Coalition
of Regulatory Authorities (ICMRA).

European Food Safety Authority (EFSA)
EFSA’s Eurobarometer on food safety
continues to generate valuable insights on
consumer attitudes, with newly available
results from five out of seven EU pre-
accession countries – Albania, Montenegro,

North Macedonia, Serbia and Turkey – adding to those gathered from EU
Member States last year. In July 2019, EFSA commissioned the Eurobarometer

study in all the EU Member States (including the UK), examining issues such as
interest in food safety, awareness and risk perceptions, as well as trust in
different sources of information. The same study was replicated in the five out
of seven pre-accession countries in cooperation with the Directorate General
for Communication of the European Commission. More here.

European Chemicals Agency (ECHA)
ECHA checked 50% more REACH dossiers for
compliance in 2019 Chemicals safety impact
citizens’ health. To make sure companies follow
the law and ensure the safety of the chemicals

they sell, ECHA checked significantly more registrations last year. The focus
remained on information needed to clarify the long-term effects of chemicals
on human health or the environment. In the last decade, ECHA has checked
more than 1 000 chemicals across all tonnage bands. More than 10 % of the
checked chemicals have been proposed as candidates for harmonised
classification at EU/EEA level. Read more.

European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control
(ECDC)
Coronavirus (COVID-19). The risk associated with
COVID-19 infection for people in the EU/EEA and
UK is currently moderate to high. According to
the ECDC, the situation update as of 1 March
2020 is: 87 024 cases worldwide; 2 979 deaths

whereof 31 in the EU/EEA, the UK, Monaco, San Marino and Switzerland; 1 520
cases in the EU/EEA, the UK, Monaco, San Marino and Switzerland. The latest
information on COVID-19 can be checked on the ECDC website, including
several guidance documents for healthcare workers. The Q & A on COVID-19
recalls that when visiting areas with presumed ongoing community
transmission you should: avoid contact with sick people, in particular those
with a cough; avoid visiting markets and places where live or dead animals are
handled; follow general rules governing hand hygiene and food hygiene; wash
your hands with soap and water OR use an alcohol-based disinfectant solution
before eating, after using the toilet and after any contact with animals; avoid
contact with animals, their excretions or droppings.

Next meetings of the ENVI Committee: 18-19 March 2020 (Brussels).
Future meetings: 2020 meeting dates.

Watch online the Committee meeting on the EP web site or on Europarl TV.
Past meetings are available: EP Live multimedia library and you can also
download the extracts of speeches.

More information: envi-secretariat@europarl.europa.eu or website of the
ENVI Committee.

Subscription: To sign up for ENVI committee press releases please go to
European Parliament News Subscription Services to subscribe.
For media enquiries, please write to envi-press@europarl.europa.eu

Further information sources: The EP Policy Departments publish studies,
notes, information notes and workshop proceedings. To request a hard copy of
any publication please contact Poldep-Economy-Science@europarl.europa.eu.
The European Parliamentary Research Service (EPRS) provides research
publications in the area of environment, public health and food safety. You can
find all the latest publications on the European Parliament website’s Think Tank
pages.
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